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EDITORIAL NOTES 


THE MEDIUMSHIP OF “JOHN ALLEYNE” 


On Tuesday April 11th Captain John Allen Bartlett passed from this 
life at Bath, Somerset, England in his 73rd year. His name will always be 
remembered in the annals of psychical research in connection with his 
remarkable gifts for automatic writing, and for inspirational drawing and 
painting. Apart from these also he was a gifted song-writer and a man 
of considerable literary talent. The late Frederick EF. Weatherly, one of 
the greatest of modern ballad and lyric writers, at whose former residence 
Capt. Bartlett died, was in the habit of alluding to him in a humorous way 
as his “hated rival.” He wrote under the name “John Allevne.” Many 
of his lyrics have been set to music by his wife, Carlyon de Lyle, and per- 
formed by London and other popular orchestras. 


But perhaps his chief title to fame will be the fact that he was the 
automatist for the script of the “Gate of Remembrance” and of the “Hill 
of Vision,” both books published by his colleague in the transmission of 
the script (the present editor of the JourNat and the writer of this memoir). 
The first deals with the monkish communications concerning Glastonburv 
Abbey. These were given between 1907 and 1912 and again after 1916, 
and thev led to the discovery of the foundations of the two chapels, respec- 
tively of King Edgar and Our Lady of Loretto as to the plan and situation 
of which there had been no practical knowledge or consensus of opinion 
on the part of antiquaries. Both were found in due course during the 
period of Mr. Bond's directorship of excavations, and with amazing pre- 
cision of detail. It is indeed most fitting that John Alleyne’s body should 
rest in the soil of his beloved Glastonbury. The writer of an obituary note 
'n the local weekly paper says: 


“All who love and value what Glastonbury was and still stands for should 
be grateful for the splendid use that John Alleyne made of his marvellous gift of 
automatic writing in recovering from the lost pages of immortal remembrance, 
measurements and details of the great Abbey.” 
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Truly John Alleyne was as a “harp of many strings.” Perhaps no 
greater variety of influences can be found in the annals of automatism than 
those which are manifest in the communications above-mentioned. ‘There 
were abundant indications of the activity of an important group who 
elected to be called ““The Watchers,” and who seemed intent upon exer- 
cising a restrained influence, at once balancing and inspiring, upon the in- 
tuitive minds of living people, thereby assisting, without interference with 
human freewill, in the advance of the ethical and truly civilizing principle 
among the nations of the earth. Some of the philosophical scripts were 
highly estimated by those qualified to appreciate them, and a few were 
published by Mr. Bligh Bond in his “Hill of Vision” (1919). The 
language employed in these was modern, and it occasionally rose to a 
vibrant pitch of eloquence which seldom failed to stir the reader. Here, 
for example, is a part of the Watchers’ appeal to our generation for an 
education of the young upon spiritual lines: 

* * * * x 


“Educate in the will of Matter, starving the intuition, and you break 
the rope which lifts Humanity to higher spheres and connects material 
man with Spirit. ... Unless those among you who are in authority culti- 
vate equally the spiritual both in home and school, and in the university 
of daily life, the fate of humanity will be again infinitely delayed and 
cast back into barbarism, which is Matter deprived of Soul. 

“Greece developed a soul,—a pagan soul which yet was soul, though 
only the soul of her race-spirit manifest in Beauty. But this was not 
enough. It was a strand in the divine seven, but only one, though lovely 


in its earthly manifestation. But the seven strands must be equally de- 
veloped lest catastrophe attend you. 


“Again at this moment we appeal to you as a nation to cultivate the 
Spiritual, lest inevitably ye fall from grace, although blazing like a mete- 
or, pass on to the darkness of the limbo of past glories.” 

* * * * * 

In the course of the present summer Mr. Bligh Bond will publish a vol- 
ume in which he will attempt to arrange as a coherent whole the philosophy 
of life and man’s immortality which are derived from these writings. The 
work will be entitled ““The Wisdom of the Watchers” and will be published 
by a New York house. It will be illustrated by several quotations from 
these scripts. The writer designs this as a memorial to his friend John 
Alleyne, and the English royalties will be reserved for his widow who, we 
regret to learn, is not well provided for. 

* * * & * 

The letters to “Light” which we reprint in this issue form a fitting 
introduction to the article by Dr. Eugene Osty, of the Institut Metapsy- 
chique of Paris, which first appeared in the Revue Metapsychique and has 
been since reprinted in pamphlet form under the title “L’ Etrange Conduite 
de M. Harry Price.” It is a masterly defence of a mediumship, the good 
repute of which is of especial importance at the present juncture, since it is 
at this moment that academic science is for the first time disposed to give 
serious consideration to the phenomena peculiar to the physical medium. 
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Mr. Harry Price as the author of the Reports on the Rudi Schneider 
mediumship appearing in our JouRNAL in recent years, and as Director of 
the sittings has at all times enjoyed the hospitality of our columns and the 
respect due to what has seemed valuable work in psychical research. We 
have always credited him with a sincerity of motive in his studies and 
records, and our goodwill has been manifest in a reluctance to interest our- 
selves in his differences with his Committee-men and others. For the same 
reason we have assumed his good faith in other matters of controversy, 
such as the Duncan mediumship: and although there have been times 
when a notable inconsistency of position on his part has been revealed, we 
have been ready to attribute such changes of attitude to a readiness to 
acknowledge any error of opinion, and have been willing to regard these as 
tokens of a professional courage which is always a valuable asset in our 
science. 

His recent effusions however in the London “Sunday Despatch”—in 
which he altogether destroys that edifice of seeming impartiality which he 
laboured to build up in his latest Bulletin, have convinced us, as they must 
convince any unprejudiced person, that we have here not a case of straight: 
forward change of opinion, —of the courage to be inconsistent in the public 
eye,—but an expression of views mutually contradictory and incompatible 
with any single-minded intent to advance the cause of knowledge. This 
being so, we are compelled to realize that all that Dr. Eugene Osty has so 
forcefully and clearly said in his brochure “Etrange Conduite de M. Harry 
Price” must be accepted as the verdict of the Court by the mouth of the 
Judge. In the interest of justice, our Publications Committee will there- 
fore print a translation of the entire document, and its perusal will show 
that further editorial comment is superfluous. 


* *+ *F KF 











EXPOSING THE EXPOSERS 


SOMETHING NEW IN PSYCHICAL RESEARCH 


The practice of mediumship is a rough path to tread, and a dangerous 
one. Whether exercising his gifts in the strictest tradition of the amateur 
spirit, or receiving in exchange for his efforts due financial reward or other 
material benefits, the medium must not only struggle with the unknown 
personal strains and stresses that accompany production of phenomena, but 
when submitting to investigation by scientists and others of inquiring mind, 
he must run the danger of misrepresentation, misinterpretation and dis 
honesty in conducting or reporting the experiments. The first struggle is 
inherent in the thing itself, while the second danger has its roots in the 
more unlovely aspects of human nature,—bias, prejudice, selfish aims and 
ulterior motives quite unrelated to the supposed ends of scientific investiga: 
tion. 

Pious frauds, posing as genuine mediums, have been frequent enough 
and exposing their pretensions is a valuable service; but no adequate atten- 
tion has been given to the false exposures of genuine mediums by fraudu- 
lent investigators. Mediumship has always been characterized by the claim 
that it represents or manifests the power to receive communications from a 
transcendental world where dwell the spirits of departed men; and such a 
claim in the eyes of the law is upon the face of it proof that the medium is 
an impostor. Thus it follows that a medium has no standing in a court of 
law and can be slandered, libeled and defamed in respect to his psychic gifts 
and their exercise, with perfect safety and freedom from legal responsibility. 
The usual avenues of redress against such wrongs are closed to the medium 
and he has also been for the most part without the opportunity, means, or 
resources otherwise to combat unjust attacks. It is deemed a worthy effort 
in some quarters to assemble an imposing list of allege1 “exposures” of 
mediums, particularly in the field of physical phenomena, from which it is 
argued that the catalogue demonstrates universal fraud in that field. The 
list of such exposures is being constantly lengthened—only with this im- 
portant difference today, that at a long last the medium is achieving a large 
measure of support from people who insist that the conduct, capacity, 
prejudices, motives and good faith of the investigator who makes an al- 
leged exposure be examined, analyzed and set in proper relation to the real 
facts with complete freedom and ruthless candor, before judgment be passed 
on the medium. 

Recent developments in the case of Rudi Schneider, the Austrian medi- 
um, illustrate in a striking way this growing sense of fair play for the 
medium. In 1929-30 Rudi submitted to a series of controlled sittings 
at the National Laboratory of Psychical Research in London, under the 
supervision of Harry Price, its Director. Mr. Price reported on the seances 
in his book “RUDI SCHNEIDER: A SCIENTIFIC EXAMINATION OF HIS MEDIUM’ 


sHIP.”* In 1932 Rudi again sat for Mr. Price who has reported on the 
*London, 1930, Methuen & Co. Ltd. 
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27 seances held, in Bulletin IV. of the National Laboratory, published in 
March 1933. This report has taken its place in the catalogue of “Ex- 
posures.” 

Briefly stated Mr. Price claims that at the 25th seance held April 28, 
1932 several instantaneous photographs were obtained which disclosed 
Rudi’s left arm reaching out behind him toward the cabinet at a critical 
moment of the seance action when the arm was supposed to be under com- 
plete manual control by Mr. Price himself. Hence, argues Mr. Price, Rudi 
is a proved fraud and all his phenomena suspect. 

The pictures were developed the following morning in the presence 
of Rudi, but thereafter, so far as can be learned, were kept secret by Mr. 
Price while various other developments involving Rudi occurred. | 

On March 5, 1932. Mr. Price startled his public by an article in the 
London “Sunday Despatch” announcing his exposure of Rudi. The fol- 
lowing day Bulletin IV. was launched on the wave of the resulting publicity. 

For the moment Rudi seemed to be done for as just another faker ex- 
posed by science; but the growing sense of fair play to mediums to which 
allusion has been made, quickly manifested itself. In the March 17th issue 
of “LicHT,” the distinguished Professor David F. Fraser-Harris, M.B.., 
C.M., M.D., D.S.C., F.R.S.E., etc., who was present at 19 of the 27 
seances, published an article defending the genuineness of Rudi’s phenom- 
ena. In the same number was a letter from Dr. J. Hutton Chisholm, who 
was present at the seance of April 28th, likewise defending Rudi. In the 
March 31st issue H. G. Bois, Esq., acting President of Mr. Price’s organiza- 
tion, addressed a letter to the Editor which has an important bearing on 
the subject, and under date of March 16th six members of the Council of 
the National Laboratory addressed a joint letter to Rudi disclaiming the 
charge of fraud. Mr. Price noticed the situation in a letter to “LicHT”’ 
published April 7th and in another in the issue of April 21st. This latter 
brought another communication from Dr. Fraser-Harris in the issue of 
April 28th in which issue appears also a letter from Alice Reutiner who 
attended the seance in question and others as well. Finally in the REVUE 
METAPSYCHIQUE for April 1933 Dr. Eugene Osty, who had studied Rudi’s 
mediumship for 15 months and published a book about him*, published an 

irticle reviewing the facts in an effort to present the proper background for 
« fair understanding and appraisal of this alleged exposure. 

The whole series of documents are an important part of the current 
history of psychical research and they are presented to the readers of this 
(OURNAL as evidence of some of the difficulties confronting the science of 

sychics in its fight for recognition, and of the reality of the growing spirit 
' fair play and honesty toward mediums that should soon make unjust 
ttacks upon them a sure warrant for condemnation of the critic and not 
mply a means of easy publicity. 


DanreL Day WALTON. 
*Les Pouvoirs de l’Esprit sur la Matiere, Paris, 1932. 











“THE STRANGE CONDUCT OF 
MR. HARRY PRICE” 


* * *£ * 


(1) ARTICLES AND LETTERS REPRINTED FROM “LIGHT” 
* * * * * 


GENUINENESS OF RUDI SCHNEIDER 
DEFINITE CONCLUSIONS CONFIRMED BY RECENT SERIES OF PRIVATE SITTINGS 


By Proressor D. F. FrAser-Harris, M.D., D.Sc., F.R.S.E. 
(Reprinted from Vol. LIIL., pp. 161-162, March 17, 1933) 


The issues raised by Mr. Harry Price in the article in the Sunday Dispatch of 
March 5, regarding the alleged escape from control on the part of Rudi Schneider at a 
seance on April 28, 1932, are so serious that I have consented to the request of the Edi- 
tor of LIGHT to testify to what I believe about the genuineness of this Medium. On 
the day after the publication of this article in the Sunday Dispatch there appeared 
(March 6) “Bulletin IV of the National Laboratory of Psychical Research: An account 
of some Further Experiments with Rudi Schneider, by Harry Price.” (London, 1933, 
10/- net.) 

Although this Bulletin or Report on the sittings with Rudi (February to May, 
1932) opens with the following statement in the Preface: “The council of the National 
Laboratory of Psychical Research has pleasure in submitting to its members an account 
of a further series of experiments . .” not one person in the group of investigators, 
fourteen of whom were members of the Council or its “London Group” who sat with 
Rudi Schneider, was consulted in the preparation of this report. So that, for the first 
time, ten months after its occurrence, a number of us learned accidentally from the 
pages of a Sunday newspaper that Mr. Price possessed evidence to the effect that, in 
his opinion, Rudi was photographed cheating on April 28. The use of “we” through- 
out the report would lead an unsuspecting reader to infer that it was the duly consid- 
ered joint report of the members of a Committee. It may be said to be “published by 
the Council”; but it was written from beginning to end by Mr. Price. Why I and 
several other members of the group of investigators were deliberately kept in the dark 
for ten months regarding an incident of the utmost gravity, while a report, which we 
had never seen in manuscript, was issued in our names, is capable of an explanation; 
but, as that explanation is more of a personal than of a national character, it had better 
not be published apropos of exploits in the “National Laboratory.” 

Further, as regards the photographs used as illustrations, we were never called 
together to consider and interpret these; Mr. Price selected those which he wished to 
reproduce without consulting any member of the Council. The use of “we” through- 
out this report is, therefore, misleading and unjustifiable. 

The evidence for the alleged fraud in which Rudi is supposed to have been de- 
tected rests entirely on the interpretation of a photograph taken in very unusual cir- 
cumstances, when two photographs were superimposed. Mr. Price has, doubtless, sub- 
mitted the plate of this to the scrutiny of an expert photographer for report, because 
the charge of fraud is based entirely on this single incident. One would have imagined 
that an investigator, having as his aim the discovery of truth, would at once have sum’ 
moned his co-workers and discussed with them this apparently most serious occurrence 

Admittedly, Rudi’s left arm has broken loose from the control of Mr. Price’s 
right hand—the inference we are asked to draw being that this was done by Rudi with 
fraudulent intent. But before so very serious a conclusion is reached, we must, in fair- 
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ness to this young man, who has never been proved to have broken away from his con- 
trollers, in a long series of sittings dating from 1929 to 1933, examine the evidence 
with the utmost care and in the absence of all bias. 

In the first place, on the evening in question, Mr. Price admits (Bulletin, p. 151) 
that, owing to an attack of neuralgia from a facial abscess, he “was not really in a 
fit state to control.” He says: “I was thoroughly ill that evening,” and, “for what hap- 
pened I take all the blame.” 

In the next place, Rudi is, as Mr. Malcolm Bird states (p. 151), a very restless, 
powerfully-muscular young man. In trance, he throws himself about with consider- 
able violence and often squeezes one’s hands quite painfully; so that, at the moment, 
possibly, of some weakening of Mr. Price’s grasp, it is not improbable that Rudi’s left 
arm jerked itself free. We must remember that he asserts he does not know what is 
happening during trance, and we have independent evidence that this is the case, and 
he has from time to time warned us to control him completely and to take full responsi- 
bility for doing so. Now, the effect of any light, but especially of the intensely brilliant 
white flash-lights, has a most injurious effect on Rudi in trance. On several occasions 

on one of which (in the private series) I was controlling—he has jerked himself vio- 
lently to one side as though to avoid the sudden flash of intense light. It will be noted 
that in the photograph he has his back to the counterpoise table. I have myself very 
little doubt that the reflex effect on this struggling, muscular, semi-unconscious youth, 
when the two blindingly brilliant flashes went off suddenly in his neighbourhood, was 
to cause him to jerk his left hand out of the admittedly inadequate control of) ‘Mr. 
Price’s right hand at 10.50 p.m. on the evening in question. 

The fact that his left and not his right hand became disengaged is entirely in 
favour of his genuineness and against Mr. Price’s hypothesis of deliberate fraud. His 
right hand might have been of some use to him if, having snatched it from the ‘sub- 
controller's grasp, he managed to stretch across the two feet five inches which sepa- 
rated his chair from the handkerchief; but of choice in the dark to use his left hand 
behind his back with the back of his head towards the table (and the back of the chair 
in his way) would indicate either colossal stupidity or the possession of conjuring 
powers of a degree of dexterity far beyond what we may credit Rudi Schneider with 
possessing. 

But there is more to be said: we are asked to believe that, with his backi to the 
handkerchief and his left hand at least three feet nine inches away from it (and with 
the back of the chair in the way), Rudi snatched the handkerchief from the table and 
threw it—not beside his chair, but farther away from him into the opening between 
the curtains, a distance of about four feet. 

Once again: Mr. Price tells us that, by experiments he made in the week following 
this incident, he proved that the lag-time of the flash-bulb apparatus was sufficiently 
long to allow him “to snatch an object off the counterpoise and get in position again 
before the bulbs ignited.” Now, Rudi had not the benefit of any such knowledge or 

xperience, although the principle and object of the apparatus, namely to photograph 

an object being levitated, had been explained to him. Is it, therefore, probable that 
Rudi would, with his left hand, risk a maneuvre which, so far he knew, would lead 
to certain detection by the evidence of photography? 

There are other improbabilities. Mr. Price suggests (p. 153) that on April 28th 

Rudi was simulating trance—which can only mean that, in a state of normal conscious- 
ness, he kept up the characteristically rapid breathing of from 120 to 240 a minute. 
Sut this is precisely what no normal person can do. If any one voluntarily breathes 
s fast as he can for as long as he can, he finds that he cannot keep up this hyperpneea 
or more than a few minutes before a state of apncea, or cessation of breathing, sets in. 
\udi, when in trance, can keep up his abnormal hyperpnea for more than an hour, 
nd the protocol of April 28 is just like that for any other seance. If Rudi was imitat- 
1g trance on April 28, he was imitating trance at any sitting from 1929 to 1933. The 
iggestion is superfluous and fantastic. 
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Before 10.50 on that evening, he was doing as he had ever done; from 11.17 to 
11.44 (pp. 148-149) he was doing as he had ever done. It is a childish (or a devilish) 
suggestion that between 10.50 and 11.17 he suddenly “cheated.” If he was uncon- 
scious, then he did not cheat, for no moral quality or design can be attached to acts 
done in unconsciousness; if he was normal, as is suggested, he could not have main- 
tained his peculiar rapid breathing for the next three- “quarters of an hour. Mr. Price 
cannot have it both ways. 

Finally, the account of the interview (p. 152) at which “I confronted Rudi with 
the evidence, he did not know what to say,” does not supply some rather necessary 
details. Rudi Schneider’s knowledge of English is limited, Mr. Price’s knowledge of 
German is limited, and yet we are to understand that in some language intelligible 
to both, and to the secretary, Mr. Price “formally charged him with having freed his 
arm and suggested his having moved the handkerchief from the counterpoise himself, 
and that he made no reply.” Silence may always give consent, it does not always 
mean comprehension. 

As one who, through the courtesy of Mr. Price, has controlled Rudi on many oc- 
casions, and often subsequently in a recent private series of 27 sittings, I can testify, 
to the genuineness of that ““Medium” (a term I greatly dislike, as it is epithet-begging, 
so that I have suggested teledynamist for one who produces telekinesis). 

By “genuine” in this connection, I mean that, when to my own and the sub- 
controller's certain knowledge, the hands and feet of the Medium seated before us were 
carefully and efficiently controlled by our hands and feet, certain phenomena of a 
paranormal nature were being produced in our presence. I testified in the Times 
(May 9, 1932) to the telekinetic phenomena I had witnessed when Rudi was com- 
pletely controlled; subsequent experience in a private circle of sitters, where the con- 
trol was made absolute, has confirmed me in my belief in the genuineness of Rudi 
Schneider. (I may say in passing that on page 175 of the Bulletin, Mr. Price has 
suppressed the opening paragraph of my letter, which referred to “unsolicited publici- 
ty”). I testified also in the Hibbert Journal (October, 1932), to which I refer those 
who wish to learn of these experiences in some detail. 

My wife and I have the pleasure of knowing Rudi Schneider in private life when 
he has been our guest, and we find him to be a delightful companion, bright and 
amusing who, though modest, has a charming savoir faire. 

* * * * * 


LETTER FROM J. HUTTON CHISHOLM, M.D. TO 
PROFESSOR FRASER-HARRIS 


(“LIGHT” March 17, 1933) 


“DEAR PROFESSOR FRASER-HARRIS,—Many thanks for your letter. I have not 
read the article you mention but what you tell me with regard to it surprises me. The 
sitting I had with Rudi Schneider was my only sitting at the Laboratory (I am not 
exactly sure of the exact date but that can be verified from the record). On that 
occasion Harry Price complained that he was suffering from neuralgia but claimed 
that Olga the control had cured the pain during the sitting. No mention was made of 
lost control—in fact, Harry Price at the beginning of the sitting demonstrated to me 
personally (I was sitting next to Price in the front row of the circle) his complete con- 
trol. Rudi’s legs between Price’s in close contact, and Price’s hands holding Rudi’s 
arms. 

“There was no suggestion whatever made at the time that the trance state was 
not genuine. Indeed, when the curtains moved, a lady behind me in the course of the 
conversation (demanded by Olga to keep “‘lustig’’) asked how she could be certain that 
the phenomena were genuine and not produced by a member of the circle. I replied 
that as I was nearest the curtains and was holding the hand of the lady on my left and 
keeping control of Price on my right with my right leg and foot that none of these 
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three of us, at any rate, were moving the curtains. Harry Price exclaimed indignantly, 
‘We are not liars here, you know.’ 

“In my opinion the trance state of Rudi Schneider on that occasion was genuine 
and the phenomena also were genuine. I myself, as distinctly as the red light would 
allow, saw the pseudopod which put a rose into my hand emerging from the opening 
between the curtains. I also saw the pseudopod touch and try to take the waste- 
paper-basket from between my hands. It was to my mind a manifest impossibility for 
Rudi to have effected this. 

“T mention only these two phenomena though there were others. During the whole 
of the sitting, which was in two parts, I could dimly see Rudi huddled in his chair. 
In fact, I missed several of the telekinetic phenomena claimed by others as my eyes 
were on Rudi. I state emphatically that in my opinion fraud was impossible. I hold 
no brief for Rudi Schneider: I had this one sitting with him as I state above. 

“In fact, I merely asked for this sitting out of curiosity. I hold that telekinesis 
and physical phenomena generally are so well proven that further investigation of 
that, to my mind, lower aspect of Psychical Research is a waste of time. Yours faithfully, 


J. Hutton CHIsHoLm, M.D.” 


* * ££ KF 


LETTER FROM H. G. BOIS TO EDITOR OF “LIGHT” 
(Vol. LITT, p. 199, March 31, 1933) 


Sir,—With reference to the article by Professor D. F. Fraser-Harris in the issue 
of Licht for March 17th, 1933, I, as acting president of the National Laboratory of 
Psychical Research, have been requested by members of the Council who took part in 
the investigations to state that they were not consulted by the Hon. Director (Mr. 
Harry Price) as to the conclusions to be drawn from the sittings, and that thev do not 
agree with the implications in the Report. The Report is a Report by the Hon. Di- 
rector and not by the Council, as stated in the Preface. 

Furthermore, the Council as a whole were kept in ignorance for ten months of 
the photograph taken on April 28th, 1932 (Plate xxi.) and I was not aware of its 
existence till very recently this current year. H. G. Bots. 


* * + %F 


LETTER TO RUDI SCHNEIDER 
(“LIGHT” Vol. LIII., p. 214, April 7, 1933 


London, March 16th, 1933. 


Dear Rudi,— We do not think Mr. Price’s Report on your case (1932 sittings) 
can possibly prejudice against you any scientific investigators of Psychical Research. 

But, in view of the possibility of hasty readers of the Report coming to a false 
conclusion, we, as Council Members of the National Laboratory who were present at 
these sittings, wish to state emphatically that we dissociate ourselves from the implica- 
tions of the Report (about which we were not consulted) and have faith in your 
integrity. 

We are quite willing for you to give any publicity you like to this letter. 


—Yours truly, 


(Signed) H. G. Bots ALEX. DRIBBEL 
V. CocHRANE- BAILLIE KATHLEEN M. GOLDNEY 
D. FRASER-HARRIS CLARICE RICHARDS 











166 “THE STRANGE CONDUCT OF MR. HARRY PRICE” 


HARRY PRICE TO EDITOR OF “LIGHT” 
(“LIGHT” April 7, 1933 
To the Editor of LicHT. 

Sir,—Re the letter from Mr. H. G. Bois in your issue of the 31st inst., my Rudi 
Schneider Report does not state in the Preface that it is “by the Council”: the exact 
words are: “The Council . . . has pleasure in submitting,” etc. The identical words 
were used in the Preface to my Duncan Report but no one went into hysterics about it. 

I do not usually consult other people as to what “conclusions” I draw from a set 
of facts. The Report plainly states on the title-page that it is by me, and for it I take 
full responsibility. My judgment in these matters has never yet let me down. 

It is not a question as to what “implications” are to be drawn from the Report. 
The brutal facts are that we have three separate photographs showing Rudi’s arm in 
a compromising position by the counterpoise table. In other words, we photographed 
what Professors Meyer and Przibram declared happened in Vienna in 1924. 


Harry Price, Honorary Director. 
National Laboratory of 


Psychical Research. 
* * * * 


HARRY PRICE TO EDITOR OF “LIGHT” 
(Vol. LIL, p. 247, April 24, 1933) 


Sir,—We have heard a good deal about people “resigning” from the National 
Laboratory of Psychical Research, so I am sure the facts will interest your readers: 
out of 62 officers of the Laboratory, five have resigned and it is significant that not one 
of these people was present at the 25th seance, concerning which all the commotion has 
arisen. Out of nearly 400 ordinary members, not one has resigned. 

Conversely, we are receiving scores of personal letters and Press notices, endors- 
ing our action in publishing the whole truth concerning the Schneider mediumship. 
There is no room for emotionalism in scientific research. The furore (organised by a 
very small group) concerning Rudi, leaves me quite unperturbed. I experienced the 
same sort of thing in regard to William Hope and Mrs. Duncan. Further comment 
would be superfluous. 

Harry Price, Honorary Director. 
National Laboratory of 
Psychical Research 
* * * * * 
PROFESSOR FRASER-HARRIS TO EDITOR OF “LIGHT” 
(Vol. LIT, p. 266, April 28, 1933) 

Sir,—In his letter in LIGHT (April 21st) Mr. Harry Price writes: “We are receiv- 
ing scores of personal letters and Press notices endorsing our action in publishing the 
whole truth concerning the Schneider mediumship.” (The italics are mine). 

I should like to point out that the pronouns should be singular, and the phrases 
read:—"I am receiving,” and “my action,” respectively. On April 7th, in his letter 
to LIGHT, Mr. Price was good enough to relieve us of the responsibility for the con- 
tents of Bulletin IV by informing everyone that he did “not usually consult other peo- 
ple as to what conclusions” he drew “from a set of facts” and that “the Report plainly 
states on the title-page that it is by me and for it I take full responsibility.” In the 
light of this explanation, I submit that the use of the word “we” and “our” in Mr. 
Price’s letter of April 21st, is not justified. 

The case of the Report on Mrs. Duncan’s exhibitions is quite different. Mr. 
Price did consult his Council regarding the finding of that Medium fraudulent, and 
he did request at least three of us to write our impressions, namely, Professor 


McDougall, F.R.S., Dr. William Brown, D.Sc., and myself. 


Chiswick, W.4. D. F. FrRASER-HARRIS. 
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LETTER OF ALICE REUTINER TO EDITOR OF LIGHT 
(Vol. LIIL., p. 266, April 28, 1933) 


Sir,—In his letter to LIGHT of the 21st of April, Mr. Harry Price says that not 
one ordinary member of the National Laboratory of Psychical Research has resigned, 
in consequence of his sensational and misleading report on Rudi Schneider. There 
seem to be no rules in existence as to such resignations, and perhaps some members, 
like myself, have thought that resignation would take place automatically with the cessa- 
tion of further contributions. Others might not have followed all the facts and mis- 
representations closely, and others again may have waited, wishing to give Mr. Price 
a chance to explain the discrepancies of that “Report” and the biassed manner in which 
it is presented. 

I have been a member of the Laboratory since it started, and I admired some of 
its work. But I have now sent in my formal resignation. 

I have attended various “sittings” with Rudi Schneider here and on the Continent. 
I also was present at the seance in question (April 28, 1932), and I can vouch for the 
genuineness of the phenomena. In his report, Mr. Price makes fun of Dr. Prince 
for falling asleep during seances. I presume Mr. Price must have done the same thing 
when he let go of Rudi’s hand. The very fact that Mr. Price never told anybody 
during the seance, or afterwards, that he had lost control of the Medium, would seem 
to indicate that he had not been aware of this, which could hardly happen to an ex- 
perienced controller in his normal senses. 

Rudi goes into “trance” trusting his Controllers to keep awake. He never objects 
to any kind of control, nor tries to evade it. I have had a good deal of comparative 
experience in physical mediumship (genuine and otherwise) in England and abroad, 
and I also know several scientific investigators in different countries, who have experi- 
mented with Rudi in a serious manner. All would agree to the above statement. 

To jump at such conclusions as Mr. Price has done. and in the way he has done it, 
calls for resignations—for the sake of the “whole truth.” 


ALICE REUTINER. 


* * * * 
LETTER OF MISS MAY WALKER TO RUDI SCHNEIDER 


(Received since going to press.) 
Dear Rudi. 


I should like to associate myself with the views expressed by my fellow-members of 
the Council of the National Laboratory published in “Light” of April 7th. 


Owing to absence abroad, I was not present at any of your seances in London; but 
my sittings with you in the Laboratory of Baron von Schrenck-Notzing and in your own 
house at Braunau give me the right to vouch for the genuineness of your phenomena. 

There is only one conclusion to draw from Mr. Price’s report, and that is the com- 
plete unreliability of his own control. We do not need to be told that any medium can 
vet an arm free, if allowed to do so, and in trance, would be quite unconscious of the 
ract. 

The attempt to throw doubt on Dr. Osty’s work will not succeed. Your medium 
ship is now firmly established by scientists in Germany, France, and England. 

I am sending in my resignation to the National Laboratory. 

Yours sincerely, 

otel Clarendon, 

\Vinnipeg, Canada. April 26th, 1933. 
PS. Tam sending a copy of this letter to “Light.” 


May C. WALKER. 
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(II) ARTICLE BY DR. EUGENE OSTY 


A book has just appeared of a truly extraordinary kind. It is by Mr. 
Harry Price and is entitled “An Account of some Further Experiments with 
Rudi Schneider.” To appreciate its significance one needs to have had 
several years’ association with things and people metapsychical; for with- 
out this one would perceive nothing more than the absurdity of the annoy- 


ing over-emphasis on the personal pronoun, without estimating the underly- 
ing motives for it. 


I should have preferred to leave to Mr. Ch. Quartier* the task of 
presenting in his Book Reviews this harlequinade, for it is not a pleasant task 
to waste one’s time and to discuss matters of a disagreeable nature, though 


quite deserved, when they concern one with whom one has had friendly 
relations for years past. 


But the requests that have been made to me to state my opinion on a 
strange course of conduct upon which, it is held, depends the honour of a 
young man to whom our science is indebted for useful knowledge, have 
been so pressing and purposeful, that I have determined to compass the 
task called for. “Amicus Plato, sed magis amica veritas.” 

* * * * * 


Certain references to the past are required for a good understanding of 
facts in question today. 


When Dr. von Schrenck-Notzing died in 1929 at Munich, the young 


“medium” Rudi Schneider, who had been hitherto under his sole charge, 
became free. 


Mr. Harry Price had him come to London, where for two years he 
carried on a series of sittings in the presence of various assistants, 
(some of whom held scientific diplomas), in one of the two rooms to which 
he has given the name “National Laboratory of Psychical Research.” 


In 1930 he published, in book form, the record of these sittings, which 


attested, with testimony to support it, the genuine nature of the supernormal 
powers of the subject. 


Up to that time, Mr. Harry Price had been known only in certain 
psychical circles by reason of the practical interest he had shown in regard 
to what are called the physical phenomena of mediumship. He was spoken 
of as having a knowledge of conjuring, and, as a matter of fact, he had col- 
lected some thousands of books of various periods, on the subject of this 
art. To learn that an enthusiast in the art of legerdemain had recognized 
the reality of phenomena severely debated, was enough to ensure for the 
book a favourable reception in circles known as ‘psychical,’ in spite of the 
author’s mania for strongly exaggerating his own merits. It appeared as 
the confirmation on the part of a man of limited scientific training, but 


seemingly desirous of certainty, of experiments made upon the same sub: 
*Editor of the Revue Metapsychique. 
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iect in Munich by Dr. Schrenck-Notzing, which had awakened in some 
German savants an interest in Metapsychics. 

One thing, however, elways worried greatly the English scientific 
people who were studying metapsychical problems; this was the thirst for 
publicity shown by Mr. H. Price. Everything he planned; everything he 
did; and even everything he didn’t do, was brought by him to the knowl- 
edge of the press. For a time, this eccentricity of his was not realized on 
the continent of Europe. 

I had already contributed to the recognition of Mr. H. Price through 
certain lectures which he gave at the Institut Metapsychique between 1927 
and 1930. The last of these summed up his findings in regar:| to the 
mediumistic activity of Rudi Schneider and concluded wich these serious 
words: 

‘In the name of the National Laboratory of Psychical Research I 
have given a letter to Rudi Schneider, amounting to an actual certifi- 
cate, which attests his having produced, in our Laboratory, medium- 
istic phenomena of an absolutely certain nature.” 

: (see Revue Metapsychique, No. 4, 1930) 

My hospitality brought me warnings from across the Channel: “You 
don’t know Mr. Price,” they would say, “You are mistaken in giving him 
importance. In London we don’t take him seriously. He is a publicity 
hound. So look out.” 

My contacts with Mr. Price were so infrequent and so brief that they 
afforded me no chance of knowing him fundamentally. True, what I did 
know of his thirst for publicity and the evidence I had of his ignorance in 
scientific matters did not dispose me towards any lofty opinion of him per- 
sonally; but he stood in contrast to many dangerously credulous people, 
so that I said to myself: ““He is a simple and undeniable boaster, but he has 
the merit of taking precautions in his tests of mediumship, and of not com- 
plicating his experiments with dogmatic statements. Nor does he hesitate 
to expose false mediums caught in flagrante delicto.” 

Since his lack of adequate knowledge made it impossible for him to 
consider a real study of mediumship, Mr. H. Price limited his examination 
of Rudi Schneider to what he (Price) thought was a definite examination 
of phenomena. He borrowed the whole system of Dr. Schrenck-Notzing, 
applying to the control of his subject the same process used by the Doctor 
and which he himself had had from M. Karl Krall. The medium and his 
controllers had their hands and feet enveloped in gloves and socks of wire 
mesh, through which passed a current lighting red control lamps, the extinc- 
tion of which would indicate a break in the contact.”* Little by little Mr. 
1. Price made this arrangement his specialty. He spoke of it as of a great 

liscovery and used it as a halo for himself. 


*In 1927 Dr. Schr. N. published details of the lay-out in the Revue Metapsychique. No. 1, 
. 9. This very ingenious arrangement really afforded only a relative security, for it is easy to 
inderstand that the contact of the gloves with each other and of the socks on the metallic 


laques fixed on the floor would still let the current pass through if one hand or one foot was 
emoved. 











170 - “THE STRANGE CONDUCT OF MR. HARRY PRICE” 


Frequently discussed in the English press; at times attacked, at others 
praised; attracting to his place certain people with scientific titles who 
- wanted to come to some opinion; mentioned in the reviews of special maga- 
zines, Mr. H. Price was in his “element” and he expanded in it. But one 
shadow always obscured the glory of his heavens. The Society for Psychical 
Research of London behaved towards his work as though it did not exist; 
nor would they hear him spoken of as a meta-psychist. Hence arose a feel- 


ing of resentment on his part, in keeping with his peculiar temperament. 
* * * * 


Such was the state of affairs when, in October 1931, since Mr. H. 
Price was no longer availing himself of the services of Rudi Schneider 
(whom I had seen at work at the “National Laboratory,” in two sittings), 
we had this medium come to the Institut Metapsychique after having as 
a matter of courtesy advised Mr. Price of our intention. 

We had just installed at the Institut our apparatus for the automatic 
production of photographic images in darkness, which, as our readers know, 
was destined, by registering an exposure of 1/100th of a second, to record 
the very first instant of the long-distance displacement of an object, what- 
ever the cause of this displacement might be. 

This apparatus, bringing into operation two kinds of invisible radiation, 
namely, the infra-red and the ultra-violet,—both excluding all possibility of 
fraud, led us to the discovery that Rudi Schneider, when he laboured in 
trance to displace an object at a distance, exuded a force, invisible and non- 
photographable, which cut off a variable amount and sometimes an im- 
portant amount, of the infra-red radiation and which thus became detectable 
and registrable by means of instruments. 

This expedient for the detection of energy externalized by the medium 
having been found, we carried on during 1931, as well as we could, the 
physical and physiological study of this stage of emanation of invisible 
energy, which was apparently the first phase in the processes of telekinesis 
and materialization. 

This study was unfortunately stopped abruptly at the end of 1931 
by the malfeasance of the trustee for the endowments of Mr. J. Meyer, 
whom the Institut Metapsychique was obliged to bring before the Court of 
Justice. That is, however, another story to be told some day. 

When in April 1932, first the Revue Metapsychique and then the 
book ““The Unknown Powers of Mind over Matter” had given publicity to 
the observations made, we were rewarded for our efforts by the acclaim of 
the groups of scientific researchers in the field of Metapsychics, not to 
speak of other circles. It was especially gratifying to us to receive from 
the Society for Psychical Research,—that grandparent of all scientific meta- 
psychical institutions, whose prudence of judgment is generally recognized, 
—encouragement which translated itself into an offer of financial aid and 
of participation in our next experiments:—an offer which we accepted and 
for which I here wish to express my gratitude to the Council of the S.P.R. 
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From the very morrow of the day on which that Council brought to 
the knowledge of the members of the $.P.R. the news of this offer of co 
operation, I received from Mr. H. Price a letter of ill-restrained fury. In 
this, he said that the work done in Paris was but preliminary to that which 
he was to carry on in England (presumably at his place) that Rudi Schneider 
was engaged by him under contract, and that there was no possibility that 
he could place himself at the disposal of the Society for Psychical Research. 
This absurd letter marked the end of my associations with Mr. H. Price. 
They had in truth been practically broken ever since the occurrence of an 
incident which I must relate because it shows clearly that nothing either 
said or written by Mr. Price that ministers to his own conceit, is to be be- 
lieved unless it be supported by honourable witnesses. 

On the 9th of March 1931, Mr. Price had written me thus:—* 


‘A short while since, I received a bit of teleplasm from a source 

which I consider very reliable. It was recovered by a doctor from a 
medium practising in London. I have expended much money and 
time on its analysis. One portion has been submitted to the most emi- 
nent analytical chemist in England and his report is embodied in the 
article which I am herewith enclosing. If you would care to publish 
it in the Revue Metapsychique I see no objection. It is the first seri- 
ous attempt to analyse teleplasm. . . .” 

The article in question was entitled “An essay on the microanatomy 
of a teleplasm.” Mr. H. Price expressed himself in it with the savant’s 
tone of assurance. He reserved to himself the analysis by microscope of 
this supernormal product: 


“IT have,” he wrote, “spent many hours upon the microscopical 
analysis of the series of sections above, and I will now give you a 
resumé of what I have discovered. This article would be viewed as 
a preliminary report. But it is a (new) departure.” 

The article finishes thus: 


‘“... 1 repeat that this is the commencement of a study which 
will one day occupy the minds of the most brilliant biologists and 
chemists. The specimen obtained may possibly differ in some way 
from the substances exuded by other mediums or by the same medium 
at other times. It is the material for an experimentation which, some 
day will give us the facts of which we so greatly stand in need. 


In conclusion, every reader who may have occasion to visit the 
National Laboratory, can come and see the series of projections of sec- 
tions of the first attempt at a histological study of teleplasm. 

I propose to prepare a number of micro-photographs for the lantern 
screen of the most interesting sections.” 


*I have never, up to now, been guilty of quoting letters received by me without obtaining 
ie permission of their writer. The behavior of Mr. Price, who has not hesitated to make per- 
dious use of a confidential letter, and the necessity for clarifying the issue, have induced me 
) overcome my repugnance. 
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It was a highly comical situation. Mr. H. Price, all of a sudden be- 
coming a histologist, was describing what he thought he saw with a minute- 
ness of detail having no possible significance, and failed, incidentally, to 
appreciate that this “most eminent chemist in England” to whom he had en- 
trusted the analysis, makes it understood in his report that the specimen 
consisted without doubt of albumen in which chlorine and ferric sulphate 
had been embodied:— in other words, of a product which any practical 
joker might contrive. 


Astonished at so much pretentious naiveté, yet not wishing to hurt 


the feelings of this man, who seemed to me a decent fellow, I wrote him 
thus: 


“T have read your article on the chemical and microscopical exami- 
nation of the “supposed teleplasm.” Do you not agree that it is of 
the first importance to be quite certain—absolutely certain—that it is 
teleplasm that is involved? The publication of such an article would 
arouse strong opposition. I do not advise it.” 

To this Mr. H. Price made answer on the 26th March 1931: 

‘*.. . personally I am convinced of the veridical nature of the tele- 
plasm. Many other people have received specimens. In view of the 
jealousy of other Societies, I do not feel I can give any clue as to 
whence I obtained it. But eventually someone is bound to write a 
report, and I should like to be the first. . . .” 

I settled this childishness by telling Mr. Price that the Revue Metapsychique 
could not accept articles of that sort. 


Two months later (May 1931), in glancing through the Italian journal 
Luce e Ombra, I came across the article. In an introductory Note the 
Directors of the journal spoke of their special satisfaction in offering its 
readers the first serious attempt at analysis of ectoplasm, and expressed 
their congratulations to the illustrious Director of the National Laboratory 
on his patience and his acumen in research. 


What ensued was indeed a supreme burlesque. 


Mr. H. Price, having been unsuccessful in obtaining an invitation to 
sit with the medium from whom the piece of teleplasm had been clandes- 
tinely obtained and analysed, could not be content with the mere glory of 
being the first to publish the analysis: he must needs also forestall the re- 
port of the group investigating, by one of his own, with which, as usual, 
the Press should resound. For this purpose it was necessary for him to 
dispose, privately, of this famous medium. So he placed himself in touch 
with her husband and arranged for sittings quite unknown to the manag- 
ing group. Bad luck! She turned out to be a fake medium—just one of 
those who produce teleplasm by regurgitation of a variety of substances,— 
like all those pseudo-subjects who emit something from the natural orifices 
of the body. So he photographed her in the act of emitting from her mouth 
a most impressive quantity of moist, crumpled and torn muslin. 





— 











- 
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The deception was staggering. Believing, as he did, that he was going 
to deprive others of an occasion for renown, Mr. Price fell into his own trap. 
But he was not the man to waste his time, or his money, of which he talks 
so often. True, an imperishable glory had eluded him, but there were 
means of profiting definitely from the occurrence. He wrote a big book 
on the “exposure, ’—‘‘Regurgitation and the Duncan mediumship.”—and 
articles in the press. And this gave him a month of satisfaction. 

Others might have felt remorse at having tried to betray a group by 
seeking to deprive it of the priority of its experiments, and also, with this 
in mind, to have placed in an awkward position the hospitable journal 
Luce e Ombra. Mr. H. Price is quite impervious to anything of that sort. 
Here is what he wrote me on the 2nd November 1931 after he had read an 
analytical note on the above-mentioned book in the Revue Metapsychique 
by M. Ch. Quartier. ... 

“T found the article in the Revue Metapsychique on Mrs. Dun- 
can’s ectoplasm very amusing. But I think it is unfair to say that I 
have been a believer in its analysis. 

If Luce e Ombra and other reviews have preferred to say more 
than I did, that is their affair! The reason why I was so anxious to 
have my article on the teleplasm published was to give confidence to 
the Duncans (Mr. and Mrs.) and to get them to visit my laboratory. 
The rest you know.” 

We certainly do! 

I have since learned, being desirous to know the attitude I should 
take towards Mr. Price, that he is afflicted with a “thirst for glory” and 
| am only sorry for his sake that he is so ill provided with what should 
give satisfaction to this instinct in him. 

In 1929, I am told, he had attempted, with the aid of paragraphs in in- 
fluential journals, to extend his reputation as far as the planet Mars. He had 
striven to collect funds with the object of transmitting a colossal message. 
To insure a good show to the Martians, he wished to project, from the 
peak of the Jungfrau, by aid of a powerful projector, the light of ten tons 
of magnesium. This colossal set of fireworks never went off except in his 
own head. He never got the funds together. But all the press was talking 
of it: and that was some result.* 

Quite recently this mania for exhibitionism led him, on the 17th of 
lune 1932, to the summit of the Brocken, where he dragged up with him a 
maiden, a he-goat, 73 journalists, and 42 photographers (of whom one was 
a cinematographer). The experiment was conclusive: the goat remained 
1 goat. The universe was kept informed on the matter for a whole week 
by newsreels in all the moving picture theatres. 

It is just the same mentality which bade him await Rudi Schneider at 

‘ictoria Station, surrounded by journalists and, in the pauses, or at the 
lose of sittings productive of phenomena, hurry him off to the telephone to 


iform the newspapers, to the great astonishment of the invited sitters. 
*According to certain papers, Mr. Price is preparing to resume this affair. 
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This, then, is a little of what one must know in order to understand 
how it is that Mr. Harry Price has been able to commit the action of which 
I shall now have to speak. 

* * * * * 

In March 1933 appeared the book ““An Account of some Further Ex- 
periments with Rudi Schneider’—the subject of this article. It is, I repeat, 
of an exceptional kind. 

Usually, an author submits the record of his experiments and, if occa- 
sion warrants, the new data he has acquired; and he leaves his readers to 
judge them. 

Mr. Harry Price objects to this method as likely to create a risk of false 
opinion. To obviate all possible error, he judges his works himself, and 
does not hesitate to maintain that they are “the best in the world.” A sub- 
title would have perfectly rounded off the above title: 

“T...1...1... yet againI... always ‘T: there are none but 
Me ...@€c." 

I will say nothing regarding the substance of this very curious work; 
and will concern myself only with its motives, which alone merit individual 
attention under the circumstances. 

Mr. Harry Price had to announce the results of 277 new sittings with 
Rudi Schneider carried out from February to May 1932 at the National 
Laboratory:—-sittings at which several people of scientific distinction had 
been present, as well as a goodly number of others who were merely in- 
terested. The preface commences thus... 

“The Council of the National Laboratory has pleasure in submit- 
ting to its Members an account of a further series of experiments with 
Rudi Schneider, the young Austrian psychical medium.” 

The fun has already commenced, since it has come about that subse- 
quently to the issue of this book, the members of the Council having scien- 
tific titles, and others also, have declared that the Report had never been 
communicated to them, though made in their name; hence they disclaimed 
responsibility. 

From the very first pages of the book, Mr. H. Price, with ingenuous 
simplicity, makes clear his aims; (1) to diminish, so far as he can, without 
blinking inexactitude, falsity and treachery, the value of the study of the 
mediumship of Rudi Schneider made at the Institut Metapsychique of 
Paris, which study would seem to have occasioned him much pain: and (2) 
to exalt the “National Laboratory” and the genius of its Director. It is a 
scheme recalling that of Richelieu when he sought to abase the House of 
Austria and to strengthen France. 

Having uttered certain considerations which show that he has not in 
the least understood the researches made in 1930-31 at the Institut Metapsy- 
chique, Mr. H. Price applies himself to the sole path which he is able to 
follow: the relation of seances undertaken by him, with an explanation of 
the methods of control accompanying them. He gives the protocols, in 
their most minute detail, of 27 sittings. 
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In the first 24 and in the last 2 of these, Rudi Schneider appeared, as 
heretofore, lacking in power in some, and in others capable of displacing 
objects at a distance by supernormal means, subject to a guarantee of con- 
trol fully satisfactory to those present. One of these sittings allowed of 
the instantaneous automatic photographing of an object changing position. 


If the book had confined itself to the relation of these 26 seances and 
to the exalting of the deathless glory of the National Laboratory and its 
Director, then Mr. Ch. Quartier would, in his Book Notes, have given a 
resumé of the facts and commended Mr. H. Price. 


But there is an account of the 25th sitting (28 April 1932), which 
exceeds the limits of our toleration, when we understand its motives. 

In order to comprehend the record and the purposes to which it has 
been applied, the following must be known: 

In April 1932, whilst Mr. Price had Rudi in London at his disposition, 
the Revue Metapsychique completed the publication of the experimental 
results of its study of the mediumship of this subject, at the Institut Meta- 
psychique. The book “The Unknown Powers of the Mind over Matter” 
appeared at the same time, after Professor Richet had had the spontaneous 
goodwill to make a presentation of it to the Academy of Sciences. 

Mr. H. Price then saw himself with 24 seances of simple record of 
facts introducing nothing novel as related to what he had already written 
and having no interest whatever, since it was no longer a question of record 
only, but of analysis (étude) a fact which would exclude him from this 


sort of occupation from that time onwards, since he was not prepared in 
any respect for it. 


Moreover, in London, certain men of science who had attended the 
sittings at the National Laboratory, and whose testimony had been used by 
Mr. Price, had requested Rudi Schneider to place himself at their disposal 
for one month, as soon as he should have finished his contract with Mr. 
Price (and this was to come about on the 6th May), for the purpose of 
experiment with an independent group outside the National Laboratory and 
without the presence of Mr. Price: and this proposition Rudi accepted. 

When Mr. Price learned of this from Rudi, he fell into a violent tem- 
per. He called a meeting of the delinquents* on the 26th April, ie. two 
lays before the sitting we shall have to review presently, and reproached 
them in sharp language with having the intention of appropriating the 
medium and, by implication, his renown. Rudi Schneider, in particular, 
had to listen to a stern remonstrance, and hear himself described as an un- 
erateful fellow, forgetful of the fact that if he shone in the firmament of 
mediumship, it was he, Mr. H. Price, to whom he owed this. 

It was in this moral atmosphere, taking also into account the special 
nentality of Mr. Price, that, two days later, the seance of the 28th April 

ook place, the account of which I will now resume. 


*The scientific gentlemen who had attended a certain number of the sittings and had 
ished to make more serious experiments. 
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The men of science whose testimony was at that time sought by Mr. 
H. Price were absent from this sitting. Mr. H. Price was the controller 
of the medium, that is to say, he, placed face to face with Rudi, whose 
back was turned to the locus of the phenomena, held Rudi’s two wrists in 
his hands, and his lower limbs between his knees, whilst the next sitter (one 
of the ladies, just an interested spectator) controlled, with one hand, the 
right hand of the subject and Mr. Price’s left hand. 

The seance developed in the way usual with Rudi’s mediumship, and it 
was replete with telekinetic phenomena. At one moment two lights flashed, 
produced by an automatic apparatus for flashlight such as had been used 
heretofore. Photographs were taken. The sitting then goes on with the 
production of other displacements of objects. 

No one noticed anything abnormal. All left the room and, as has 
been already said, no one, for a whole year, was to learn that anything un- 
usual had occurred* (from April 1932 to March 1933). This circum 
stance, be it understood, is not brought out in the book. 

Mr. H. Price having given an account of the seance as he and all those 
present had experienced it, wrote later to the effect that when developing the 
plates on the morrow, in the presence of Rudi Schneider,** he was aston- 
ished to observe that the two exposed plates, (another stereoscopic one 
superimposing the medium and the controller having been considered 
spoiled owing to its being fogged), showed two positions of Rudi Schneider 
superimposed; the one correct (so he says; we shall have more to say about 
this;) and the other with the left arm free from control and stretched out 
backward in the direction of the objects. 

Since the book was destined for metapsychical circles and would hence 
reach the eyes of the people who had assisted at these sittings with Rudi 
Schneider and who had been largely concerned in the control of the sub 
ject, and knowing by experience how simple a matter this control is, Mr. 
H. Price, foreseeing the difficulty of explaining his loss of control, involved 
himself in a lengthy explanation of his state of health on the day of the 
sitting. (He tells us that he was suffering terribly from an abscess in the 
face; that he was stupefied with pain, that he should not, in this condition, 
have taken charge of the control, and that he would take the entire blame 
for the occurrence. He then proceeds to explain how a trouble with the 
flashlight apparatus led to a superimposing of photographic images (a 
double exposure. Ed.): The gist of these explanations is that on the eve- 
ning of the 28th April, two days after his outburst of anger against those 


*Two of the ladies it seems, did have confidential information given them a little before 
the publication of the book. 

**Rudi Schneider, staying in Paris at the time I am writing these lines, on being questioned 
by Lord Charles Hope, Mr. Besterman, editor of the S.P.R., and myself on this subject said to 
us: “It is false; Mr. Price has never shown me any photographic plate at all. Before I left 
London, and some days after the sitting of the 28th April, he did exhibit to me in a casual 
way several negatives, but without making any comment to me which could give me an idea 
that he was suggesting anything dubious. The conversation between Mr. Price and myself as 
related in the book is a pure invention. On the other hand, I had been much astonished at his 
asking me to say nothing to anyone about these photographs. I didn’t understand the matter 
at all and attached no importance to it then; but I understand today.” 
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who wished to use the medium outside of his laboratory, Mr. Price and 
his apparatus are simultaneously overtaken by functional troubles which in- 
capacitated them for their work. Even the suspended stereo camera, which 
has told us so well what Mr. Price was doing with his hands at the moment 
when the picture was taken, has been affected by the epidemic: also the 
deflagrator, in producing two flashes instead of one. 

Do you think that after this precautionary exposé, Mr. Price proposes 
to follow up the connection of the sittings which succeed and which termi- 
nate the series? By no means. Mr. H. Price, whose foxiness has great 
simplicity of mind underlying it, has been unable to restrain himself from 
a prompt demonstration of his aims. To render these plain, and to avoid 
repetitions, I must speak once more in parenthesis. 

* * * * * 

None of those who attended the sitting, (except the two ladies who, 
I am told, received information shortly before the publication of the book) 
and none of the scientific persons who took part in the seances which had 
preceded this one, knew about the accusing photograph, until the book 
actually appeared, nor had they been informed of the incident. In other 
words, the episode had no witness, Mr. Price kept it very secret, and today 
he asks us to take his word for it, on the strength of a highly suspicious 
document. 

But subsequently to the 28th April 1932, Mr. Price maintained his 
assertion, both by word and by writing, of the unimpeachable nature of 
the findings obtained in his National Laboratory: he has even defended 

Rudi with unusual vigour of language, against Professor Hofsten of the 
University of Upsala, who had permitted himself to express doubt as to 
the veridical nature of Rudi’s phenomena. For example: 

Mr. Price to Prof. Hofsten, 12 May 1932: 

“T am in receipt of your letter of May 9th. I am astounded that 
you should wait two and a half years before launching an attack 
against Rudi Schneider.* Why did you not say you were dissatisfied 
during or after the seances? * * * * During the seances themselves 

| you were enthusiastic about the phenomena, * * * * . 
| Do you seriously think that your opinion, voiced after a lapse of 
| two and a half years, will have the slightest weight with scientists 
| anywhere in the world, after Dr. Osty’s fifteen months’ experimenting 
with Rudi in Paris, and our own three series of very carefully-planned 
experiments? Your opinion will not be worth the paper it is written 


” 


on.” etc.** 








*One might say that Mr. Price pushes inconsequence to the point of publishing this letter 
’ n the same book (p. 160) in which he accuses Rudi Schneider of attempted fraud, a year after 
iving been the sole and secret witness of it. 


**Professor Hofsten had assisted in January 1930 at two sittings in the National Labora- 
‘ory. In 1932 he perceived that Rudi Schneider with hands and feet held, must have displaced 
bjects while holding a small rod in his mouth! Whichever way one turns, one encounters 
medy. How could Rudi use a rod with his mouth whilst breathing stertorously and with a 
equency varying from 100 to more than 300 respirations a minute? 
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Letter in “Light,” 20 May, 1932 

“Rudi Schneider, the famous Austrian medium, left London on 
the 6th May after a stay of 3 months. This is his third visit to Eng- 
land and on each occasion he has added to his laurels. 

‘For a space of three years he has been subjected to the most rig- 
orous laboratory control, in England and in France, and he has come 
brilliantly through all the tests.” 

Again in “Light,” 9th Sept., 1932* 

“The astonishing phenomena of Rudi Schneider observed in my 
laboratory have been repeated and confirmed in other laboratories in 
Europe, especially at the Institut Metapsychique of Paris where Rudi 
has been in residence for 15 months. Distinguished prestidigitators 
have attested the veridical nature of the phenomena. 


“IT have yet to hear that Mr. Dingwall, who is himself an ama- 
teur magician, has been able to produce the same phenomena that 
Rudi Schneider has, under the same conditions, or has caught the 
young man in fraud. And he has had several sittings with the 
Schneider brothers . . . etc.” 

In June 1932, the English review “Nature” mentioned the book ““The 
Unknown Powers of Mind over Matter” in an unsigned article which ex- 
pressed scepticism with regard to Rudi Schneider. Mr. Price immediately 
wrote this review a long letter in defence of Rudi. This letter was not 
published, but was alluded to in the issue for the 16th July. 

One might indeed fill a whole number of this magazine if one wished to 
quote passages of this sort. And I am entirely certain that no one would 
discover in them even the slightest reference to the photograph taken at 
the seance of the 28th April. 

What, then, is the reason for this incessant affirmation of the unim- 
peachable nature of Rudi’s paranormal productions and then, all of a sud- 
den, this accusation in the book? 

It is this, that between the 28th April 1932 and March 1933, the 
date of the book’s appearance, certain matters had transpired which, in 
the light of incidents already chronicled above, had changed the policies 
of Mr. Price and had persuaded him to use the photographic document for 
a purpose quite foreign to that which he had hitherto held. 

On the 25th May 1932, the Society for Psychical Research, being in- 
terested in the work being done with Rudi Schneider at the Institut Meta- 
psychique, then recently published, had made me an offer to co-operate, 
financially and by the presence of one of its members, in our forthcoming 
series of resumed experiments with Rudi Schneider, planned to start with 
the New Year, 1933. It was actually on the day following the meeting 
of the Council of the Society that I received from Mr. Price the above- 


mentioned letter, with the first explosion of fury of which he has given 
me direct evidence. 


*Mr. H. Price was here replying to Mr. Dingwall, who had spoken skeptically of the medium- 
ship of Willy and Rudi Schneider. 
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Vainly he tried to collect funds for a further visit of Rudi to the 
National Laboratory, in fulfilment of the contract by the terms of which 
this subject had agreed to place a certain amount of time at his disposal. 

Finding himself free in the autumn of 1932, Rudi Schneider accepted 
the proposal made to him in May by a group of scientific men in England. 
From October to December 1932, about twenty-five sittings were held and 
in some of these the physicist Lord Rayleigh took part. 

In these sittings the experiments first essayed to verify the action of 
the force emanating from the subject, whilst in trance and under the exer- 
tion of the telekinesis, upon the infra-red rays. And, when that was ac- 
complished, they attempted to photograph this emanation with the help 
of specially sensitized plates. Their results form the material of a Report 
which appeared in the ensuing number of the Proceedings of the S.P.R. 

Having thus given proof of his powers to this scientific group and 
made it possible for them to verify the fundamentals of the work done at 
the Institut Metapsychique, Rudi Schneider was due to return to Paris in 
February (1933) and to place his services at our disposal for new research. 

This is what Mr. Price knew when he was preparing his book, to 


the consideration of which we will now return. 
* * * * & 


We had got as far as page 152, on which Mr. H. Price had just ex- 
plained the grounds of his surprise when he developed the photograph of 
the 28th April, and where he tried to give an air of probability to many 
things which are not probable. 

‘Is it to be supposed” I wrote before opening this parenthesis, “that 
after this precautionary exposé (of his medium) in flagrante delicto, Mr. 
Price would carry on the sequence of the sittings which were to follow 
and to complete the series? By no means. His simplicity of mind has led 
him to a prompt revelation of his aims.” 

For a space of 14 pages, in fact, he displays these intentions of his 
with a naiveté that is disarming. This is how he summarizes his reasoning: 
(1). If Rudi is capable of freeing one hand without his controller’s knowl- 
edge, then the experiments at the Institut Metapsychique will all have to 
be done over again. (2). Rudi is capable of freeing one of his hands with- 


out his controllers becoming aware of it. (3). The Institut Metapsychique 
must start its experiments afresh. 


So there we are!* 
* * *& & & 


Having drawn the desired conclusions from the photograph of the 
8th April 1932, and taken firm grasp of the reins of glory, Mr. Price now 


proceeds to give the protocols of the two last sittings, namely those of the 
rd and 5th May, 1932. 


_*The comical element,—here appearing again,—is that Mr. Price in his articles and his 
Ik claims to have verified in his laboratory the fact of the absorption of the infra-red rays by 
invisible substance exuded by Rudi and the synchronizing of the oscillations of the absorp- 


t process with Rudi’s rates of respiration. Amusing man! 
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Anyone else but Mr. Price would have turned these sittings to useful 
account by taking fresh photographs of everything that was taking place, 
plates clean and beyond cavil in appearance. But one is bound to think 
that he was satisfied with what he had already got; since from this point 
onwards the photographic apparatus was suppressed, and he no longer 
made a point of control, omitting any warning to his appointed controllers 
that anything of an unusual kind had happened at the sitting of the 28th 
April. 

This omission is regrettable because the two last sittings were excellent 
in quality, especially that of the 3rd May; the displacement of objects was 
manifold. A fine opportunity of recording its origin in photographs was 
missed. True to his habit, Mr. Price made a great noise about these sittings 
in the press, leading to interviews by reporters with Dr. William Brown, 
one of the scientists who helped at this sitting. One report appeared in 
the Daily Mail for the 5th May 1932, another in the Manchester Guardian 
for the 6th May. On the 7th May, Dr. Brown wrote personally about 
them in the “Times,” giving a confirmatory letter from Dr. Fraser-Harris. 


Now, neither of these two doctors, whose testimony Mr. H. Price 
so incessantly quotes for the establishing of his statements and who had both 
attended several of his sittings at the National Laboratory, knew of the 
existence of the damnatory photograph, nor even that Mr. Price had enter- 
tained the least doubt, until the Sth March 1933, the day on which the 
Sunday Despatch, in a clamorous article accompanied by photographs of 
the seance-room, and of the superimposed photographic images of the 28th 
April 1932, and of Mr. Price himself in the role of a profoundly attentive 
observer, made the announcement that on the day following, his book would 
be issued to the public. The same newspaper reproduced Mr. Price’s ac- 
cusations against Rudi Schneider and announced to its readers that in its 
subsequent issues it was going to publish Mr. Price’s occult memoirs. 

In this Sunday Despatch article the question was no longer that of a 
seance incident which, in his book, Mr. Price attributes to trouble with his 
health. And why should it be? He is here addressing the public,—a pub- 
lic totally ignorant of the facts. There was no need for hesitation. So the 


accusation of fraud was made formally and without extenuation. 
* * * * * 


The reaction in English metapsychical groups was marked, especially 
among those who had followed the sittings of the National Laboratory 
group and had since heard, or read, what Mr. Price had said and written. 

One’s reaction in reading the Sunday Despatch is: ““Mr. Price has lost 
his mind!” But one can understand when one reads his book, and the 
English members of the Council of the National Laboratory, for the most 
part friends of Mr. Price, made public their refusal to be parties to an act 
which they felt repugnant. 

The more authoritative amongst them have already begun to tell the 
public a little of the truth, and it is their intention to disclose their full 
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opinion. Some of them have asked me to give my own opinion in the 
Revue Metapsychique. I shall condense it as much as possible. 
fe 


If one carefully examines the photographs in the book,—for example 
Plate 1,—and then the “accusing photograph,” there appears complete evi- 
dence, if one makes ever so little of an effort to reconstruct the action, that 
Mr. Price had, at the moment of exposure of the plate, not only let go the 
left hand of Rudi Schneider, but had relinquished hold of both his hands, 
and what is more, had entirely freed both his legs. These are actions which 
demand full and persistent volition—(volute complete et perseverante). 
Such a total cessation of control is not to be explained by an abscess. 

Something certainly did happen which the plate taken by the stereo- 
graph suspended above the scene of action would have revealed to us, if it 
had not been so unfortunately fogged. 

To tell the whole truth, if Mr. Price had intended to profit by the trance 
by making Rudi turn on his seat and bring his left arm back behind him, 
the photograph would not have been other than it is. 

No one who has had an opportunity to control Rudi Schneider will, 
if he examines carefully the photograph in question, believe a word of what 
Mr. Price tells us when he says that he lost the conscious control of the 
right hand. It is of a complete loss of consciousness of sensation in all four 
limbs that we ought to speak, and one of rather long duration, since it al- 
lowed time for the subject to withdraw both hands and feet from a firm 
} grip and also, in the brief interval between the two flashes, to resume com- 
plete contact without Mr. Price’s being aware of it, although he was quite 
accustomed to the subject and posed as a prestidigitator. 

This is what may be said if we are to accept the photographic plate as 
a genuine image; but the majority of my correspondents strongly suspect 
that it is a falsification. 

Intrinsically, the plate itself is too confused to offer proof of its real 
origin. But the truth about it rests in the understanding of the mentality 
of Mr. Price and of the sequence of incidents which prompted him to ob- 
tain this document and to guard it in secrecy; for he would, he believed, 
by its means, assure to himself the exclusive use of Rudi Schneider. 
| The circumstances under which this photographic document was ob- 
tained suggest that the prime motive was the desire to fetter Rudi’s freedom. 
The letters written to Rudi by Mr. Price after the latter had quitted Lon- 
don, confirm this. They are designed to make it quite clear to Rudi’s mind 
that it is to the National Laboratory that he owes his renown, that it is to 
himself, Mr. Price, that in gratitude, full rights over Rudi must be given, 
ind that all others would be to Rudi only a source of regrets and of dan- 
sers. The last of these epistles, dated February 1933, no longer veils the 
menace implied. We read: 
“IT hear that you are in Paris. .It appears that at the annual 
Meeting of the S.P.R., which took place a few days ago, it was stated 
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that the S$.P.R. was offering to collaborate in Dr. Osty’s current re- 
searches, etc... . You will understand that it is absolutely necessary 
for you to renew your experiments at the National Laboratory. We 
are responsible for having given good proof of your mediumistic pow- 
ers and for having introduced you to English men of science. Hence 
it is our duty to carry on with the experiments with you, in view of 

what we discovered at the sitting of the 28th April 1932.” 

In other words: “Stick to me, or you will be disgraced.” But al- 
though originally this was Mr. H. Price’s sole intention,—an intention that 
accounts for his keeping the photograph secret, and enjoining Rudi to say 
nothing about it, thus holding him by a threat,—Mr. Price apparently be- 
gan to scheme another use for the document as soon as he learned that 
Rudi was in England in the autumn of 1932 and in charge of men of sci- 
ence who were keeping him (Mr. Price) away from their experiments. 
And it is then, it would seem, that he wrote up his book in the sense ini 
which we read it. Moreover, he was by this time aware that the Institut 
Metapsychique had retained Rudi for the first six months of 1933. 

Realizing, on taking stock of the facts, that for himself there remained 
now no further hope of attracting publicity from the use of a medium who 
had become the subject of genuine scientific research, he said to himself 
that since this photograph had not obtained for him the exclusive use of 
the medium, he would make of it a bombshell whose explosion should give 
him his revenge on everyone concerned;—both men of science and medium. 
And, naturally, the papers also would talk about him. 

+ * * & * 

Readers of Mr. Price’s book will now be in a better position to under- 
stand the incoherences, the contradictions, and the many other oddities 
which they will meet within its pages. 

As long as Mr. Price was publishing his exposures of false mediums 
and proved trickeries, I always made it my duty to assist in this publicity 
in the Revue Metapsychique, being one of those who think it right to clear 
these mythomaniacs inexorably out of our path, and who hold that meta- 
psychical science has nothing to fear from putting them in the pillory. 

But, today, I cannot agree to seeing a genuine medium who submits 
himself to the most rigorous control, made the victim of an exhibitionist 
mania and a puerile hate for the Society for Psychical Research. 

A family in Austria feels itself covered with shame. Rudi Schneider 
himself cannot understand the unmerited and more than suspect disgrace 
attached to him by the man whom he called “Uncle Harry.” 

‘ee 3 2 

Mr. Harry Price, you should henceforth specialize in spectacles on 
the Brocken or the Jungfrau. That will be less dangerous and will certainly 
bring you much wider publicity. 


Docreur. E. Osry. 
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THE ORACLE OF MANUMETAXYL 


By Freperick BuicH Bonp 
* * * * x 


In the last issue of the Journat I printed, under the title “A Strange 
Automatic Script,” one of the communications from a remoter past which 
was interjected in a very unexpected and somewhat mysterious manner in 
the series of monkish writings obtained by me, through the hand of John 
Alleyne, having reference to the past glories of Glastonbury Abbey. 

I now offer to readers a second example, still more mysterious, and 
purporting to come from a source even more remote in time and impersonal 
in character than the first. The name MANUMETAXYL subscribed to the 
document has been a source of much speculation. It was altogether ob- 
scure to either of its recipients and so remains to this day. 

On consideration, however, the form of the name seemed to suggest 
that cosmic evolutionary agency which in the old Aryan metaphysic is 
spoken of as the MANU, an executive Power of the Creator which controls 
an aeon of world-building. The idea of the “Hand of God” is connoted. 

But “Metaxyl” was a stumbling-block which only later seemed to be 
removable on reference to the Greek roots. Whether the Sanscrit will re- 
veal anything more on this, I do not know. It may be a direct embodiment 
of the Greek word ‘metaxu’ which means “between.” Pending any better 
definition, therefore, let us agree to speak of this agent as 

THE MANU OF THE INTERMEDIATE AGE 

The Script follows: 
‘“MANUMETAXYL from the was and 1s. 
“Ye are weaklings and cannot control the powers ye would invoke. 
Beware, and seek not the Key of All—the Key once forged, and lost by 
weakness. It wants the Hand to turn the Lock. But beware that which 
is within. What if I tell you the Key is naught until ye find the Lock? 
“The power of the Key is this:—the Force which compels the Nodes 
of Aether to become of shape and substance such as one desires is the 
power also to rend the Nodes asunder. 
“Sound, Force, Motion:—all live in the Matter that ye cannot separate. 
So the Pumice, being open in its cavities to the force without, and yet 
in close connection, was chosen for the development of power when 
they reached it. 
“Can ye find That which changes Attraction into Repulsion? Find it, 
and the door is open wide. It has been, and will be again. 
“What is your love of today to the Love which merges body into body 
until they become as One? Yea; that was the Passion of the Sons of 
God;—possession of the Thing beloved:—invaded, pervaded, penetrated 
at every point and lost in a sea of emotion wherein each node lay be- 
tween the loved nodes and possessed them. This was Love in the day 
when Spirit ruled Matter. What would it be now? Death, and the 
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End. So Death walks in the midst of them that cannot control the 
Forces. Conquer Death, and this is added to you. Conquer Death, 
and Life lies in your hands for whomsoever ye will;—and Death in a 
thought alone. 
“They thought, and They created. Again They thought, and it was 
Death:—death painless because instant in the scattering of the elements. 
Death, call ye it? It was no death, but the passing of Matter into 
Spirit,—painless and of no suffering. 
“Only they, who could have ruled in Matter, passed into Spirit:— 
And again, by the force of Spirit, they spake the Word that took shape 
as Matter. So I shew you the Key as manifest in what ye call MANU. 
‘Turn the key, and nations and continents were as metal in the melting: 
pot: ye could mould them as ye will. 
“And beyond the Manu, who had control of men, the Great One who 
is THOUGHT and soUND and MOvEMENT and All that is Life in the 
Spirit, gave the Thought, and the thoughts of nations were as the chaff 
before the wind and the Sound of His Spirit: and they passed away. 
“So can ye understand the Key. Herein is power—the power which 
converts the Will of Nature to the Will of Man: and all things are 
yours for good or evil. 
“The Key is simple—infinitely small;—and wards and complexities it 
has none. It is a worp: one Word: and at its utterance the spheres 
thunder into ruin as this Word found them: and they dissolve into the 
gteat Aether that ever 1s. It is Soul. 
“We work and plan. We are the instruments, and we mould the Race 
of Man. But ask no mysteries. In a time, and times, it will again be as 
it was, when the power of Man can wield the weapon of the Spirit. 
More we say not: it is enough.” 

* * * *& x 
“Under the grey dust of the ages which lie many mendyls deep, | 
speak. But beware; for the Forces which lie in the shadows do but 
slumber, and they are too strong for the puny souls which live on the 
earth today. I, the Manumetaxyl, speak. 
“The stones cast up from the depths of the earth;—porous and open 
to the will of Man;—these they used. Pumice, you call it today. The 
elements enclosed make Matter which otherwise Is Not. The atoms, 
nodes, vibrations, are extensible. 
‘Centuries shall be as a day in the years that come to pass. Time and 
Space are the same thing. First shall Man conquer Space: and with 
the conquest of Space comes the passing away of Time, so that Time 
shall cease to be. 
“Ye will have your little day, and the Light that is given of the Spirit: 
and ye may bask in it, and that which ye desire will be yours. But it 
passes; and remember that ye need it not for long. Make ye therefore 
good use of it.” 
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This writing was obtained several years before the modern theories of 
Relativity were publicly known. It seems to anticipate in a very remark- 
able way the doctrine of the co-relation of Space and Time which forms 
the basis of the new metaphysic. 


The allusion to Pumice as a physical vehicle for the manifestation of 
psychical forces was new to us. On reflection there appeared something 
not irrational in the idea that a material of this kind, consisting, as it does, 
of a mass of minute bubbles of volcanic glass;—a sort of congealed ‘froth’, 
—might act as a fulcrum for the fixing of force derived from an extra- 
physical source in translating this into physical action; and I will try to 
explain what I mean by this. 


Matter is three-dimensional; but the behaviour of electricity and of all 
vital forces and processes suggests the existence of a region of free energy 
beyond its spatial limitations;—in fact, a fourth dimension. Now the cellu- 
lar structure of pumice, as also of wood-fibre, obviously forms complete 
enclosures from the physical point of view. There is no way into a bubble 
until it is broken. 


But if we look at the matter from another plane, by taking an analogy 
from a lower dimensional basis, and conceive the physical world as lying 
upon the surface of a sphere on which the whole universe rests,—each in- 
habited globe being a small disc floating on that surface; then Matter will 
be a film of infinitesimal thickness and the cells of matter will no longer ap- 
pear as little spheres, but as rings or circles open to the view of one who can 
look down upon the great sphere from ‘above’—that is to say, from ‘with 
out’—viewing the inward structure of matter from outside it, as from a 
superior dimension. 


Now if this superior dimension were peopled by intelligences capable 
of exercising powers of action which could impinge upon the surface of the 
sphere, then how would they proceed to exercise any sort of control of the 
little rings which formed the cells of matter in the surface-plane? They 
must have some fulcrum. But the surface of the sphere would not supply 
any such fixed ‘point d’appui,’ nor could the position of its filmy particles 
be controlled by any force applied to them externally. Such force would 
be outside all mechanical laws. It would be ‘etheric’ in character. It would 
merely slip between the particles and be dissipated, there being no frictional 
resistance. It would be just as if you tried to propel a perfectly smooth 
and frictionless mass of balls by pushing at them with an equally smooth 
and frictionless rod. You would simply find the rod slide amongst them, 
ind if you parted the group, it would close up again as before. 


But if you have not balls, but rings to deal with, then as soon as you 
ntroduce the tip of your lever into the middle of one or more of these 
‘ings, they would have to move with the lever and could not escape. So 

ou could extend the application of your ‘immaterial’ force and set masses 
f these little rings in motion, and thus control them as you would. 
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I have, for some time past, been in the habit of suggesting to my 
friends in psychical research that experiments in physical mediumship and 
its physical phenomena might be made with a slab of natural (not prepared) 
pumice in place of a wooden table or planchette. I consider, nevertheless, 
that wood, from its cellular structure, may act as a fairly good accumulator 
for psychical or metapsychical energies and doubtless something of this sort 
does happen where table levitations and other kinetic phenomena are con- 
cerned. But cellulose may in this respect be greatly inferior to pumice, 
and I should like to put “Q.E.D.” to this proposition. 

* * * * * 

One further question arising from the script of Manumetaxyl, may be 

asked here. What sort of a measure is a ‘mendyl’? By the context, it 


might seem to be a measure of some vast periods of Time. But the word 
is utterly unfamiliar. 


* * *£ K 


THE “SONGS” OF PATIENCE WORTH 


* * %+# * 


Following the little collection of epigrams which we printed in our May number, 
we now give a short selection of the poems or, as Patience Worth calls them, the 
“songs” given through her medium Mrs. Rogers at frequent intervals during past years. 

Miss Rhoda Mead has asked the Editor to correct a slight misapprehension arising 
on her previous letter. It seems that only two of the songs in the series she submitted 
were given at Hyslop House on the afternoon referred to. One of these was the 
greeting from Dr. Hyslop and the other a poem to Dr. Dadirrian, whose blindness 
touched the sympathies of the communicator. : 


“All the other poems or “‘songs”,”” says Miss Mead, ““were given over a long period 
of years,—in many different groups in many cities.” 


* * j++ F F 


Mrs. Rogers was present at a tea at Hyslop House. 


“Patience” speaks bearing a greeting from Dr. Hyslop to the members 
of the Psychical Research Society. 


Lo, is the manna beiore thee And left as an heritage 

Let free from the heaven’s gateway .. The holy labor of his hand 
These first faint rays Leave thy day illumined. 
That light the eastern sky .. . Mark ye! From that first day 
These first feeble steps When I proclaimed me 
Before the journey upon the way In faint words saying, 

Lo, he who hath a deep heart ‘Many moons ago I lived,” 
And a soul inclined Have I kept tryst with thee 
May take within him Within thy holy walls. 

The holy stuff. I am thy servant 

Look ye! Did he who And I bear thee back 


Binded together these truths A “What Ho!” from him thou loves! 
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Some one asked Patience what church she preferred. Patience said, 
The wide-flung sky, the free-flung fields, 
The flower-bedecked altars... they... 
Ay, and the holy wine of my communion 
Runs in the brooklet, 

Is caught in the sea, 

Is a part of the elements and of God. 
The foundation o° it is simple. 

It lies in the one word... TRUTH... 
It is all-powerful and all-abiding . . . 
The tabernacle in which my soul exults! 


* ke KF KF 


To some one who was timid Patience said, 
There is nothing in the hand that createth 
Casting the firmaments loose upon the ether 
As toys a child might toss, 
Save gentleness. There is nothing 
In that firm hand which holdeth 
In its palm the spinning planets, 
Nothing fearful. Not one atom 
Of the dust He spread 
Before the face of the winds 
Hath He forgot. The earth 
He hangeth upon the wheel 
Of Eternity, suspended upon the thread 
Of His love. 


* * KF * 


THE THREE QUESTIONS 
Impatient man! O’er-fretful of the day! 
Tuning his utterance unto, “Why?” 

In wonderment bespeaking, “When?” 
Yea, calling to each fellow-traveller, “Where?” 


* * KF KF 


THE OFFICE OF THE BODY 


Thus is flesh heir unto decay! 

That tabernacle in the desert 

Swept by the ages . . . an instant’s abode 

For an utterance of God . . . which when flung forth 
Burned so mighty a heat 
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GOD 


I have unlocked the mystery. 

No longer am I awed. 

I have stood before the everlasting fount, 
Yea, the river of life. 

I have beheld God interflowing 

The instants . . . permeating with surety 
The dull atoms of existence. 


He is of a living substance as the lightning . . . 
Verily . . . the illuminant pith of all life. 

He is the elemental basis of creation .. . 

His own being thereby becoming the foundation 
Of creation. He stands with His head 

In the sun, yet He reclines 

Within the palm of a babe. 

His couch is the rainbow, yet 

He hath lain His cheek unto man’s 

Bruised lips. His voice is the roar 

Of chaos, yet He sits as a fay 


At the gateway of man’s ear, 
Beguiling him! 


* * * *F * 
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